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 This workshop provides information about a 
methodology to understand how chronically ill people, 
with social support networks and health services 
utilization along Mexico and the United States, 
represent a space of care.  Our aim is to provide skills 
on data collection and analysis for a complex issue such 
as care in transnational spaces.  This mixed qualitative-
quantitative approach is based on interviews and 
mental mapping exercises, which allows understanding 
on connections between different scales of the illness 
care experience, and on the dynamic nature of sense of 
place. 

Workshop description 



Workshop at a glance 
1:15  to 1:45 
 

Introduction 
 
Description of original context of research question 
Theoretical and empirical background 
 

1:45 to 2:30 
 

Your own mapping exercise 
 

2:30 to 2:45 Break 

2:45 to 3:30 Methodology design 
 
Qualitative and quantitative points of departure 
How to collect data? 
Multiple possible analysis 
Software utilization 
Representation of findings 
 

3:30 to 4 Closing remarks 



http://es.db-city.com/M%C3%A9xico--Jalisco--Colotl%C3%A1n 



http://www.informador.com.mx/jalisco/2013/494450/6/potencial-ecoturistico-al-norte-de-jalisco-esta-desaprovechado.htm 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jaapwillem/3341549157/in/photostream/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jaapwillem/3341525893/in/photostream/ 



Colotlán 

• http://laisumedu.org/showNota.php?idNota=17333&cates=&idSubCat=&subcates=&m=mail1&p=mail1 

 

http://www.travelbymexico.com/estados/jalisco 



(E)Migratory intensity degree 





http://taxfoundation.org/blog/monday-map-migration-personal-income 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1687045461550103&set=a.1687047414883241.1073741829.100007339965597&type=3&theater 



 
 
 

Where do chronically ill migrants feel  “less” ill?    
 
 Which kind of elements in illness care allow them to 

establish well-being sites?          
 
  What kind of boundaries do they perceive and how 

they face them? 
 

 
 
 

How do chronically ill 
transnational migrants draw 
their care maps? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Premise 

Migration and illness experiences between Mexico 
and the United States, results in an intercultural 
placement of care sites along a transnational 
space.  Well-being meaning is recreated by 
mobility and flexible boundaries in changing 
contexts within macro structures such as migrant 
policies, geographical borders, economic 
fluctuations and health systems operation.  

  
 



Transnational spaces 

Ludger Pries (2007). 
 
[These] are the outcome of the strengthening of pluri-local and bordercrossing social 

relations and fields. […] they span above and between the traditional national 
container spaces and the figure of concentric circles of local, microregional, 
national, macro-regional and global phenomena are played out. This phenomenon 
presupposes a relativist concept of societal-geographic space, rather than an 
absolutist one. 

  
[These] can be understood as pluri-local frames of reference which structure everyday 

practices, social positions, biographical employment projects, and  human 
identities, and which span locales above, between and beyond the contexts of 
national container societies without having a clear and identifiable centre of 
reference. 

 
 

Pries L. (2007). Transnationalism: trendy cath-all or specific research programme? A proposal from transnational organization studies as a micro-macro-link. Working Papers 34, COMCAD -Center of Migration, Citizenship 
and Development. Bielefeld  

 
Retrieved from https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/tdrc/ag_comcad/downloads/workingpaper_34_Pries.pdf  

 
 

Niehues(2006) 



Propositions on Space  
 

Doreen Massey (2005) 
 
Is the product of interrelations, as constitued through 

interactions, from the immesity of the global to the 
intimatly tiny 

Is the sphere of the possibility,  of the existence of 
multiplicity in the sense of contemporaneous 
plurality, as the sphere therefore of co-existing 
heterogeneity. 

Is always under construction. It is never finished, never 
closed. A simultaneity of stories-so-far. 

 
Massey, D. (2005) For Space. London: Sage. (pp: 9) 

 
 



 
Health Geography 

 

  
 
 
 
 
  

Medical Geography and Cholera in Perú 
 Arbona and Crum (1996).  
Department of Geography, University of Texas at Austin  
http://www.colorado.edu/geography/gcraft/warmup/cholera/chol
era_f.html 

Studies on epidemiology and access 
to health services                                    
 
 
 
Studies on care process in hospitals, 
clinics, communities, homes.  
 
(Andrews, 2003). 
 

Amy  Pollman . Dead Bears Series. 
http://amypollman.com/portfolio/dead-care-bears 

Health can not be explained by 
ignoring  place meaning,  where care is 
given and where social, emotional and 
material resources are generated  
 
(Kearns, 1993, Duff 2011). 
 



Place making in health, illness 
and migration 

Isabel Dyck, 2006 
 

Experiences on  managing 
health and illness are 
situated, emplaced  narratives 
that express material and 
discursive processes integral 
to processes of group identity 
, place and culture  formation 
within global, national, and 
local movements and 
settlements.  

 
Dyck I. (2006). Travelling tales and migratory meanings: South Asian migrant women talk of place, health and healing. Social & 

Cultural Geography; 7(1):1-18 

 

Migge and Gilmartin (2011) 
 

[There is a need of 
understanding ]  social and 
spatial activities of migrants 
in relation to health care, and 
the complex geographies of 
healthcare systems, 
stretching across national 
boundaries that emerge from 
their activities.  
  
Migge B, Gilmartin M. (2011). Migrants and healthcare: Investigating patient mobility among 
migrants in Ireland. Health &Place; (5):1144–1149. 

 



Empirical background 

 
 
 
 

2000-20003 2006-2011 2014  to  date 

Chronic illness care in a 

transnational 

community 
(Qualitative study –QS-, Diabetes, 14 

community residents) 

 

A 

Transnational families 

and chronic illness.  Care 

strategies and Spaces. 
(QS, Multimorbidity –MM-, 7 

families) 

 

B 

 

Representation of Care 

Spaces by chronically ill 

transnational migrants. 
(Mixed study, MM, 10 transnational 

migrants) 

 

C 



A. Social support networks 
Configuration and Direction 
“Transnational space dynamics determine  geographical sites  

where  social support flow originates” 

 Composición y tamaño Funciones Espacio 

Migrantes transnacionales 

Eusebio Red pequeña centrada en 

familiares 

Predominio de ayuda 

informacional e instrumental 

Multinodal equlibrada 

Félix Red extensa equilibrada  Funcionalmente compensada Multinodal equilibrada 

Roque Red pequeña centrada en 

familiares 

Poco diferenciada Multinodal orientada al lugar de 

origen 

Fueron migrantes 

Jerónimo Red pequeña centrada en el 

cónyuge 

Funcionalmente compensada  Binodal 

Lucas Red mediana centrada en el 

cónyuge  

Predominio en ayuda 

informacional  e instrumental  

Multinodal orientada al lugar de 

origen 

Madres  de migrantes 

Eloísa Red extensa centrada en la familia Funcionalmente compensada Multinodal orientada al lugar de 

origen 

Úrsula Red mediana centrada en la familia Predominio en ayuda 

informacional 

Binodal 

Adela 

Red mediana centrada en la familia Funcionalmente compensada Uninodal 



B. Care topographies 
“A transnational space representation, with no geographical 

continuity between care sites, but perceived proximity by the 
ill person -as a the center- based on kinship, care practices 
and resources”. 

 



C. Care space mapping 



Mental mapping on health 

 
Cravey , Arcury & Quandt  (2000). 
 
“Mapping is a simply activity that can lead to 

profound shifts in thought and the ignition of 
critical consciousness, because mapping activities 
simultaneously draw on  and challenge our most 
deep-seated experiential knowledge” 

 
Cravey A, Arcury  T.A, Quandt S.A. (2000). Mapping as a Means of Farmworker Education Empowerment. Journal of Geography; 99: 229-237. 

 
 



Alexander D.E (2004).Cognitive Mapping as an Emergency Management Training 
Exercise. Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management;12(4):150-159 

Cravey A, Arcury  T.A, Quandt S.A. (2000). Mapping as a Means of Farmworker 
Education Empowerment. Journal of Geography; 99: 229-237. 



Language and space 
 
Stephen Levinson  (1996) 
[One] way to study the everyday use of spatial concepts 

is to investigate the language of spatial description. 
How do people refer to places, describe spatial 
arrangements, say where someone is going, and so 
forth?  

 
Levinson S. (1996). Language and space. Annu Rev Anthrop; 25: 353-382  

Levinson SC, Kita S, Haun DMB, Rasch Björn H. (2002)Returning the tables: language affects spatial reasoning. Cognition 84 (2002) 155–188 



Let’s work on our own maps!! 
 

Christopher  D. Lauriat  Blog. Art and the architectural model. 02/09/2010. 
https://christopherlauriat.wordpress.com/tag/model/ 

Unreal Scene, Liu Jianhua, 2008 



Interview 
 
Migratory experience 
 
Why do you spend time in the USA? How often do you travel? For how long? 
Do you enter with a visa, are you a resident, a US citizen? 
How many of your children live there? 
Why have they decided to live in the USA? 
  
Illness experience 
  
For how long have you being ill? 
Where did you received a diagnosis? What did the health professional  told you 
about your illness? 
How do you have access to public/private  health services in Mexico? In the 
USA? 
Do you combine treatments (biomedical, alternative)? Do you modify your 
treatment while being in the USA? 
How do you feel when you are in the USA with you family? 
How  is your relationship with health professionals in Mex/USA? 
 



Mapping exercise 
Begin by placing your home. 
 
Utilize this small houses and buildings to place any site 

you consider important for your care between Mex and 
the USA  (children’s homes, church, hospital, drugstore, 
airport, consulate).  

 
Utilize this small fences to represent any kind of barrier, 

border, obstacle you have experience in your care 
between Mex and the USA. 

 
Tell us why you place those objects where you placed 

them, and what do they mean to you. 
  

 



Interview analyzed using N*Vivo (10) 
 



A note on N*Vivo 
  
 
 

It is a software that supports qualitative and mixed methods 
research. It’s designed to help you organize, analyze and find 
insights in unstructured, or qualitative data like: interviews, 
open-ended survey responses, articles, social media and web 
content. 

 
 
By using NVivo to support your research project you can: 
• Work more efficiently 
• Save time 
• Quickly organize, store and retrieve data  
• Uncover connections in ways that aren’t possible manually 
• Rigorously back-up findings with evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
What is N*Vivo? http://www.qsrinternational.com/what-is-nvivo 



Mapping excercise analyzed using 
ELAN 



A note on ELAN 
ELAN (EUDICO Linguistic Annotator) is an annotation tool that allows 

you to create, edit, visualize and search annotations for video and 
audio data. 

 It was developed at the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, 
Nijmegen, The Netherlands, with the aim to provide a sound 
technological basis for the annotation and exploitation of multi-
media recordings.  

ELAN is specifically designed for the analysis of language, sign 
language, and gesture, but it can be used by everybody who works 
with media corpora, i.e., with video and/or audio data, for purposes 
of annotation, analysis and documentation. 

The annotation process involves three steps: 
• Defining linguistic types and tiers 
• Selecting time intervals 
• Entering annotations 

 



Our first analysis 

Locative deicticts 
 
Here, there, this, those, that. 
 
 (Aquí, ahí, allá, allí, acá,este, ese, aquel, esta, 

esa, aquella, estos, esos) 
 



Deictic expressions 
Diessel (1999) 

This are expressions that “point” beyond the 
utterance in order to have meaning; linguistic 
elements whose interpretation makes crucial 
reference to some aspect of the speech situation, 
such as when an utterance is spoken, where it is 
spoken, or by whom it is spoken. 

To interpret deictic expressions like here and there, 
the listener needs to know the speaker’s location. 

 
 

Diessel, Holger. 1999. Demonstratives: Form, Function & Grammaticalization: Typological Studies in Language. Amsterdam: John Benjamins 

 



Cue validity 
Is the conditional probability of a concept, given a feature, P(Cj| Fi), which is measured 
by the probability that a feature will appear in a concept. 

K McRae, GS Cree, MS Seidenberg, C McNorgan. (2005). Semantic feature production norms for a large set of living and nonliving things - Behavior research methods 

Arias-Trejo, N., Barrón-Martínez, J. B., López-Alderete, R. H., & Robles Aguirre, F. A. (2015).   Corpus de Normas de Asociación de 
palabras para el Español de México. México: UNAM 
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