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The annual Summer Institute on Migration and Global 
Health is an international event that offers researchers, 
faculty, graduate students and professionals working 
with migrant communities around the world, a unique 
opportunity to learn about different health issues 
that affect mobile populations. International experts 
present on the relationship between migration and 
global health from a range of perspectives, including 
public health, public policy, and the social sciences. 
The four-day course is a combination of lectures, 
workshops, and field trips. Using this format, the 
Summer Institute offers an exceptional opportunity 
not only to learn, but also to create professional 
networks.

The main objectives of the Summer Institute on 
Migration and Global Health are to:
1) Develop partnerships among researchers, junior 
faculty, students, health professionals and other 
stakeholders, working on migration and health 
issues;
2) Share existing methodologies and explore ways 
to expand them to address challenges and discuss 
opportunities regarding research and public health 
practices of mobile populations; 
3) Engage in training and practical education of 
junior researchers on topics related to migration and 
global health.  

The 11th Summer Institute on Migration and Global 
Health took place from June 14 to 17 in Oakland 
and Berkeley, California. It was organized by the 
Health Initiative of the Americas, a program of UC 
Berkeley’s School of Public Health, the UC Global 
Health Institute through its Center of Expertise on 
Migration and Health, the Migration and Health 
Research Center, and the UC-Mexico Initiative.

A total of 96 people attended this year’s event, 
including professionals working in the field of 
migration and health, researchers, academic 
faculty, students, and providers of medical and 
social services to migrant communities. Participants 
represented 60 organizations and some traveled 
internationally from the Netherlands, Spain, Italy, 
Canada and Mexico. 
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There was a total of twenty-four speakers from 
national and international organizations including 
the International Organization for Migration, the 
World Health Organization, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the California Department 
of Public Health, as well as several respected 
professors from universities in the U.S. and around 
the globe. The University of California campuses 
were represented by 20 students and 10 faculty 
members.

Plenary Presentations
Each day began with a set of plenary presentations 
that had the goal of providing a broader perspective 
of the current situation that migrants face around 
the world, as well as government efforts that are 
taking place to address those challenges. 
The main topics addressed by world experts were: 
1. Global perspective and current actions on 

migration, human mobility and public health;
2. Violence and unaccompanied minors;
3. Access to healthcare for immigrants in the U.S.;
4. Climate change, environmental migration, 

health and human security;
5. Migration and mental health; and
6. Infectious Diseases among Migrant Populations.

Thematic workshops 
Following the plenary presentations, the conference 
was divided into simultaneous workshops covering 
different methodologies proven to be useful when 
researching and working with mobile populations.
These break-out sessions allow for more 
individualized and in depth discussions when 
learning various research skills. Each workshop was 
three hours and gave participants the opportunity 
to have hands-on practical exercises that varied by 
subject. 
The main topics covered during the nine workshops 
were:
1. Quantitative and Qualitative Research 

Methods in Global Migration
2. Data Sources on Migration and Health 
3. Climate Change and Migration
4. Evaluation and Intervention of Mental Health  

among Migrants
5. Outreach and Health Promotion
6. Moving from Research to Public Policy

Junior researchers and PIMSA workshop
The Summer Institute also hosted the seventh 
annual Center of Expertise on Migration and Health 

One of the PIMSA funded research groups present their findings 
during the poster session.

Stefano Bertozzi, Dean of the UC Berkeley School of Public Health, 
and Gemi González, Mexican Consulate General in San Francisco, 
gave the opening remarks.

(COEMH) research workshop for University of 
California students. The purpose of this workshop 
is to engage junior researchers on topics related 
to migration and global health.  Over the course 
of a day, 10 UC students had the opportunity to 
present their ongoing research and receive feedback 
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from UC faculty, experts and peers. Furthermore, 
five binational research groups, funded by the 
Research Program on Migration and Health (PIMSA), 
presented their findings at the conference.

Field Trip
The Institute concluded with a visit to the Mexican 
Consulate in San Francisco. Here, participants were 
given the opportunity to learn about the “Ventanilla 
de Salud” program (VDS, or “Health Window” for its 
English translation). The VDS has become a model 
of excellence in many Latin American consulates in 
the United States, providing health information and 
preventative services to their constituents who visit 
the consulate on a daily basis. The visit included 
a comprehensive presentation of the program by 
the representatives from the Mexican Consulate 
alongside representatives of the Tiburcio Vazquez 
Health Center, the organization that runs the 
program at the San Francisco Mexican Consulate. 
Participants were able to ask questions and learn 
how this health model operates.

Networking opportunities
In order to foster collaboration and networking, the 
Summer Institute integrated social activities into the 
program. The first day concluded with a welcoming 
reception at a lounge in Oakland. Later in the week, 
there was an outing in the city of San Francisco on 
Thursday evening.  The city trip began with a ferry 
trip from Oakland’s historic Jack London Square to 
the San Francisco Ferry building, followed by dinner 
in the city. 
 

These non-academic spaces foster a space for 
communication and collaboration amoung all 
participants and speakers. Moreover, the Summer 
Institute organizers distributed a contact list of all 
participants and speakers to encourage post-Institute 
networking. 

Some comments from participants
“It was such a pleasure to be back at the Institute. This 
was my third time and I found all the presentations very 
interesting and as usual, a great opportunity to meet 
new people working on the field. 

“The Institute was a truly enriching series of events, and 
it was impressive how many committed scholars and 
policy-makers and health and migration advocates were 
able to come together and build effective conversations 
with far-reaching positive social implications.”

“Thank you so much for your effort organizing this 
summer institute. I definitely learned a lot about this 
topic and am recommending it to my networks who are 
interested in this topic.”

A junior researcher presenting her research to UC faculty and peers.

Participants enjoy the ferry trip from Oakland to San Francisco.
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Conclusions
After eleven years, the Summer Institute on Migration 
and Global Health has become one of the most 
important events worldwide on the topic of Migration 
and Health, and the only one that includes different 
perspectives and approaches to discuss and analyze 
this issue. Participants benefit from the information 
presented, and the opportunity to meet and interact 
with other professionals working on similar areas. 
This event is contributing to better understand the 
complexity of migration and health, to form better 
researchers in the arena, and ultimately to reduce 
the health disparities that the migrant populations 
face around the world and in the United States in 
particular.
To find more information about the 11th Summer 
Institute on Migration and Global Health, including 
program, Power Point presentations, photos and 
video, please visit HIA’s website. (hia.berkeley.edu)

Funding 
The event was possible thanks to the generous 
contribution of the following organizations: The UC 
Center of Expertise on Migration and Global Health; 
The California Endowment; Latino Community 
Foundation and IBIZA. Funding for this conference 
was made possible in part by a grant from the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. The 
views expressed in written conference materials or 
publications and by speakers and moderators do 
not necessarily reflect the official policies of the 
Department of Health and Human Services nor does 
mention of trade names, commercial practices, 
or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. 
Government.

Participants of the 2016 Summer Institute on Migration and Global 
Health


