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The sixth Summer Ins tute on Migra on and
Global Health, organized by the Health Ini a ve of
the Americas of the UC Berkeley School of Public
Health, in conjunc on with the Center of Experse on Migra on and Health (COEMH) of the UC
Global Health Ini a ve (UCGHI) took place at the
University of California, Berkeley and the California Endowment Oakland Conference Center from
June 20th to 24th, 2011.
A total of 86 par cipants and 40 speakers from six
diﬀerent countries and eight U.S. states a ended
the event. They represented sixty-six organizaons, including three interna onal organiza ons
(World Health Organiza ons, Interna onal Oﬃce
of Migra on, and UNICEF) and 16 universi es.
The University of California was represented by 23
students and 20 faculty members from 8 UC campuses.

The keynote speaker was Dr. José Angel Córdova
Villalobos, Secretary of Health of Mexico, who presented Mexico’s Strategy for Health Services for
Migrant Popula ons. UC Berkeley Execu ve Vice
Chancellor and Provost George Breslauer, and Stephen Shortell, Dean of the UC Berkeley School of
Public Health, also played a major role in the inaugural part of the event.
As its main objec ve, the Summer Ins tute provided informa on on migra on and global health
from an interna onal and mul disciplinary perspec ve as well as useful tools on data collec on
methodologies and health promo on for migrant
popula ons. It also provided an excellent opportunity to create new networks that can be of great
importance for improving the health and quality
of life of migrants in the United States and around
the world.
The Summer Ins tute also hosted the second annual COEMH workshop for UC students. Sixteen
students from 8 UC campuses were able to present their research on diﬀerent subjects related to
migra on and health and receive feed-back from
UC faculty. These student’s experiences were also
enriched by the opportunity to a end the plenary
presenta ons of the Summer Ins tute and network with other interna onal researchers.
Le to Right: Marc Shenker, Co-Organizer, UC Davis; Dr. José Angel
Córdova Villalobos, Secretary of Health, Mexico; Xochitl Castaneda,
Co-Organizer, UC Berkeley; George Breslauer, Execu ve Vice
Chancellor and Provost, UC Berkeley; and Stephen Shortell, Dean of
the School of Public Health, UC Berkeley
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The presenta ons covered a wide spectrum of issues related to migrant health, including: Mexico’s
strategy for health services for migrant populaons; overview of global migra on and defini ons;
global climate change and the eﬀects of migra on;
the US health care reform; occupa onal health; infec ous diseases; injury and violence preven on;
chronic diseases; interna onal plans, policies and
strategies to address migrant health issues worldwide; the impact of migra on on children; and human traﬃcking.
The last day of the Summer Ins tute was dedicated to a field visit to La Clinica de la Raza, a community clinic in Oakland that serves near 70,000
pa ents per year, most of them La nos. There,
par cipants listened to interes ng presenta ons
about the Clinic’s diﬀerent programs and their efforts to be culturally and linguis cally competent
for the popula on they serve.

David Lopez Carr, Professor, UC Santa Barbara, talking about Rural
Migra on, Popula on, and Health in Guatemala

Some comments from par cipants:
“It is the most empowering ins tute ever that
could help promote systemic change across diﬀerent levels worldwide”.
“This is truly a unique educa onal and cultural experience that is cri cal to advancing research and
interven ons for our La no migrant communi es
in the US and Mexico. I am constantly and consistently impressed by the caliber of the presenters
and the diversity of topics presented.”

Students listening to presenta ons, The California Endowment
Conference Center, Oakland California

The 6th Summer Ins tute on Migra on and Global
Health was possible thanks to the sponsorship and
collabora on of: Migra on and Health Research
Center (MAHRC); California Program on Access
to Care (CPAC); Center for Research on Immigraon, Popula on and Public Policy, UC Irvine (CRI);
Giﬀord Center for Popula on Studies, UC Davis;
UCSF Global Health Sciences; Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla; Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México; Secretaría de Salud
de México; San Francisco Mexican Consulate; The
California Endowment; the Health Ini a ve of the
Americas; and COEMH.

“I like the idea of bringing experts who have broad
experience in the field and the opportunity to make
networks and meet people who work in this area;
especially mee ng commi ed people doing real
things to improve the quality of life of the immigrant community”.
“The ins tute is thought-provoking and provides
access to cu ng edge research and leaders in this
field of migra on and global health”.
“The student workshop was great and helpful in
ge ng feedback as well as making connec ons
with students who share similar interests”.
“Very s mula ng, valuable, informa ve, and a
good networking experience”.
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