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Although migration is a natural 
phenomenon that has always been an 
integral part of human history, the politics, 
regulations and debates about migration have 
intensified in recent years. Wars, conflicts, 
natural disasters, and economic disparities 
have forced millions of people around the 
world to leave their countries of origin and 
settle in other places. The migratory process 
presents unique challenges and opportunities 
for the health of the migrants, as well as for 
the societies of origin, transit and destination, 
as well as within their health systems. The 
study, analysis, and discussion of the different 
aspects of the intersection between migration 
and health deserves its own space. Today, 
more than ever, institutions that contribute 
to the advancement and improvement of the 
human race—including forming the leaders 
of the future—need to include migration as a 
priority area due to the worldwide magnitude 
of the effects of this phenomenon.

Since 2006, the UC Berkeley School of 
Public Health has coordinated the annual 
Summer Institute on Migration and Global 
Health (SIMGH). The goals of the SIMGH are 
to bring together individuals from around 
the globe who study or work in this field and 
provide them with an intellectual space to 
share current research, ideas, and strategies 
with an academic and public policy approach; 
and to promote the multidisciplinary study 
of the myriad effects of migration, both on 
the individual and collectively as a society. 
This international event offers researchers, 
students, and professionals working with 
migrant communities around the world a 
unique opportunity to learn about various 
health issues affecting mobile populations. 
Worldwide nationally and internationally 
recognized experts teach the relationship 
between migration and global health from a 
range of perspectives, including public health, 
public policy, clinical, and social sciences. The 
SIMGH offers an incomparable opportunity not 
only to learn, but also to create professional 
networks among people who care about 
the health of vulnerable and marginalized 
populations. 
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Students and health professionals listen to the plenary 
session.

Dean Bertozzi leads a panel discussion about migrant’s 
health under the current political environment.



The 12th Summer Institute on Migration 
and Global Health took place in Los Angeles, 
California, from June 26 through the 28, 
2017. The Health Initiative of the Americas, 
a program of the University of California (UC) 
at Berkeley’s School of Public Health, the 
Migration and Health Research Center, and 
the UC-Mexico Initiative, organized the event 
with financial support from The California 
Endowment, Altamed, and the UC Los Angeles’ 
International Institute.

A total of 91 people attended this year’s 
event, including professionals working in the 
field of migration and health, researchers, 
academic faculty, students, and providers 
of medical and social services to migrant 
communities. Participants represented 
57 organizations, with an international 
delegation from various countries, including 
the Netherlands, Italy, and Mexico. 
There were a total of twenty-two speakers 
from national and international organizations 
such as the World Health Organization, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the California Department of Public Health, 
the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, as 
well as several respected professionals from 
non-profit organizations, and faculty from 
various universities. 

Plenary Presentations, Panels and 
Workshops

Each day began with a set of plenary 
presentations that had the goal of providing 
a global perspective of the current situation 
that migrants face, as well as highlighting 
current government efforts to address those 
challenges. The main topics addressed were: 

• Historic and current trends on migration 
and global health

• Social determinants of health and health 
status of migrants in the U.S.

• The role of international organizations 
in addressing the health of migrants and 
refugees

• The global agenda on migrant health
• Migrant’s health under the current political 

environment
• Bioethics aspects of immigration policy
• Mexican efforts to improve the health of 

their migrants
• Health and safety in the workplace
• Migration and mental health
• Refugee health

Simultaneous workshops on different topics 
followed the plenary sessions, allowing for 
more in-depth discussions, exchange of 
knowledge and experiences, as well as hands-
on practical exercises. The main topics covered 
during the six workshops were:

1. Moving from research to public policy
2. Overview of research methodologies from 
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Dr. Manuel Ruiz de Chavez, President of the National 
Commission

Dr. Michael Rodriguez (UCLA) conducts a workshop on 
violence, migration and public health.
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migrant populations
3. The California Health Interview Survey
4. Migration survey at Mexico’s northern 

border
5. Violence, migration, and public policy
6. The role of civic society in addressing 

migrant health issues

Poster Presentations

The Summer Institute provides an opportunity 
to learn about current research being 
conducted by peers. This year we had ten 
posters presented through the institute. 
The researchers represented various 
universities from Arizona, Oregon, California, 
Massachusetts, Oregon, Texas and Mexico, 
several of them grantees from the Research 
Program on Migration and Health (PIMSA). 
The topics covered were: 

• Detection of Latent Tuberculosis Infection 
Among Migrant Farmworkers Along the 
US-Mexico Border

• Knowledge of MediCal Eligibility Among 
US and Foreign-Born Youth in Los Angeles

• Assessing the Impact of a Medicaid 
Section 1115 Demonstration on Cancer 
Screening and Vaccination Rates Among 
the Medicaid, Low-Income, and Uninsured 
Population of the City of El Paso and 
Surrounding U.S./Mexico Border Region

• Migration and Health in the Southern 
Border of Mexico: Care Cases in the 
Soconusco Region, Chiapas

• Neighborhood Environment and 
Depression Symptoms in a Low-Income 
Migrant Community on the U.S.-Mexico 
Border

• Short-term Mobility and Sexual Behavior: 
Testing the Selection, Enabling, and 
Influence Hypotheses

• Immigration, Residential Mobility, and HIV 
Risk

• Public Health Implications of U.S. 
Deportations and Return Migration to 
Honduras

• Valley Fever Among California Hispanic 
Farm Workers

• Visions and Voices: Using Photovoice to 
Document International Migrants’ Health 
Needs in Santiago, Chile

Field Trip and Networking 
Opportunities

The Institute concluded with a visit to the 
Mexican Consulate in Los Angeles where 
participants had the opportunity to learn 
about the “Ventanilla de Salud” program 
(VDS, or “Health Window” for its English 
translation). The VDS program has become a 
model of excellence in many Latin American 
consulates in the United States, providing 
health information and preventative 
services to their constituents who visit the 
consulate on a daily basis. The visit included 
a comprehensive presentation of the program 
by the representatives from the Mexican Poster sessions give the opportunity to students and young

researchers to share their work.

Participants visit the Ventanilla de Salud Program at the 
Mexican Consulate in Los Angeles.



Consulate. The second part of the field trip 
included a visit to the White Memorial Medical 
Center in Los Angeles, which serves a high 
percentage of migrants who live in the city. 
The medical center includes the hospital, the 
community clinic, and a community center 
where classes and health education activities 
are imparted on a daily basis. This one of a kind 
program is paving the way for others to come. 
Participants were able to ask questions and 
learn how this health model operates.

In order to foster collaboration and networking, 
the Summer Institute integrated social activities 
into the program, including a welcoming 
reception at a Mexican restaurant situated in 
the heart of Los Angeles. The non-academic 
environment fosters a welcoming space for 

communication and collaboration among 
all participants and speakers. Moreover, the 
Summer Institute organizers distributed a 
contact list of all participants and speakers to 
encourage post-Institute networking. 

Some comments from participants

“It was such a pleasure to be back at the 
Institute. This was my third time and I found 
all the presentations very interesting and as 
usual, a great opportunity to meet new people 
working on the field. 

“The Institute was a truly enriching series 
of events, and it was impressive how many 
committed scholars and policy-makers and 
health and migration advocates were able to 
come together and build effective conversations 
with far-reaching positive social implications.”
“Thank you so much for your effort organizing 
this summer institute. I definitely learned a lot 
about this topic and am recommending it to my 
networks who are interested in this topic.”

To find more information about the 12th 
Summer Institute on Migration and Global 
Health, including program, Power Point 
presentations, photos and video, please visit 
HIA’s website https://hia.berkeley.edu/
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Sponsored by:

Participants of the 2017 Summer Institute on Migration and Global Health.

Social events provide further opportunities to create and 
strength professional networks among participants.


