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The thirteenth Summer Institute on 
Migration and Global Health, organized 
by the Health Initiative of the Americas of 
the University of California (UC), Berkeley, 
School of Public Health, in conjunction with 
the Migration and Health Research Center 
(MAHRC), and the Health Working Group 
of the UC-Mexico Initiative, took place on 
June 18 to 21 in Oakland, California at The 
California Endowment’s Center for Healthy 
Communities. 

The Summer Institute focuses on the 
natural phenomenon of migration, which has 
always been an integral part of human history 
and has substantially increased during recent 
years as a result of economic disparities, 
violence, and globalization, among other 
factors. Furthermore, politics, regulations, 
and debates on migration have intensified 
lately, and institutions that contribute to 
the advancement and improvement of the 
human race, now more than ever, need to 
include migration as a priority area due to the 
worldwide magnitude of the effects of this 
phenomenon. 

The goal of the Summer Institute is to bring 
together individuals from around the globe 
who study or work in the field of migration and 
health, and provide them with an intellectual 
space to share current research, ideas, and 
strategies with an academic and/or public 
policy approach. The format of the four-day 
course includes a combination of lectures, 
workshops, and field trips. Along with this 
format, the event provides the opportunity 
to expand professional networks and to be 
inspired and energized to continue working 
for a healthier and more inclusive planet.

In its 13th year of existence, this annual 
event has gained national and international 
recognition. In 2018, 115 people attended, 
including 31 speakers, 35 students, and 49 
professionals. They came from nine countries: 
Mexico, Canada, Costa Rica, England, Spain, 
Denmark, Netherlands, Bangladesh, and 
the U.S. These participants represented 63 
different organizations.  

Students and health professionals listen to a plenary session.

Marc Schenker kicks off the 13th Summer Institute with a              
presentation on historical and current trends related to migration 
and global health.



CURRENT TOPICS AND INSPIRING 
PRESENTATIONS

Plenary presentations covered diverse 
topics, incorporating the latest information 
about policies that affect the health of migrants 
and highlighting successful programs that 
address those problems. The presentations 
also included research methodologies and 
other valuable information such as where to 
find useful resources when working with these 
vulnerable populations. The main topics were:
• Historical and current trends on migration 

and global health
• Global policies and strategies to address 

migrant health
• Challenges and opportunities when 

delivering health services to migrants
• The effect of migration on those who stay 

behind
• Remittances and its impact on health
• Refugee health
• Human trafficking
• Mental health
• Binational tuberculosis programs
• Gender, mobility, and HIV
Following the plenary presentations, the 
simultaneous breakout sessions allowed for 
more in-depth discussions in smaller groups. 
The sessions included the following topics:
• Research methods on migration and health
• How to translate research findings into 

public policy

• Emergency preparedness
• Occupational health and safety
• Health needs of Syrian refugees 
• Climate change and migration
Poster sessions allowed researchers and 
students to present their research on migrant 
health issues, while receiving feedback and 
fostering exchange of ideas. During the 
first three days, twenty-seven posters were 
displayed, covering diverse topics including 
infectious diseases, chronic diseases, mental 
health, occupational health, and access to 
health care. Thirteen of those posters were 
the result of research conducted with the 
support of PIMSA, the Research Program on 
Migration and Health, administrated by the 
Health Initiative of the Americas (HIA), which 
aims to generate comprehensive knowledge 
in the field of migration and health by funding 
joint binational research teams from the 
U.S. and Mexico as well as graduate student 
dissertation and thesis projects.  

Migration and Health Award

As part of the 13th Summer Institute, the 
Mario Gutierrez Migration and Health Award 
was presented to three outstanding individuals 
and tireless professionals that have dedicated 
their career to dignify the health of migrants. 
The award recipients were Carmela Castellano-
Garcia, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the California Primary Car Association (CPCA); 

Students and young researchers share their work during the poster 
sessions.

Steven P. Wallace, Carmela Castellano-Garcia, and Alfonso                   
Rodriguez-Lainz awarded with the Mario Gutierrez Award on         
Migrant Health.
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Steven P. Wallace professor and chairperson 
of the Department of Community Health 
Sciences and Assoicate Director of the UCLA 
Center of Health Policy Research; and Alfonso 
Rodriguez-Lainz, Migrant Health Specialist 
for CDC’s Division of Global Migration and 
Quarantine. The award was named in memory 
of Mario Gutierrez (RIP), an extraordinary man 
that dedicated his life to social justice and to 
erase health disparities for migrants. 

FIELD VISITS

The fourth day of the Summer Institute 
was dedicated to field visits. The first stop was 
at the Mexican Consulate in San Francisco, 
where participants had the opportunity to see 
how the Ventanilla de Salud (VDS) program 
(Health Window for its English translation) 
works. This innovative program provides 
information and health screenings to the 
hundreds of people that visit the consulate on 
a daily basis. The second visit was to the North 
East Medical Services, located in the heart of 
Chinatown in San Francisco. This nonprofit 
community center is one of the largest health 
centers serving Asians in the United States. The 
center’s medical director offered a tour of the 
installations and a presentation on the main 
health issues affecting the Asian population 
they serve, as well as the integrated model 
the clinic uses to respond to those needs in a 
culturally appropriate manner. 

In order to foster collaboration and 
networking, the Summer Institute included 
social activities into the program, including 
a welcoming reception and a ferry trip 
from Oakland’s Jack London Square to the 
San Francisco Ferry Building, followed by 
a delectable dinner in the City. The non-
academic environment fostered space for 
communication among all participants and 
speakers. Moreover, the Summer Institute 
organizers distributed a contact list of all 
participants and speakers to encourage post-
Institute networking.

SOME COMMENTS FROM PARTICIPANTS
“[There were] many opportunities to connect 
with other attendees.”
“This is the first time I participate in this 
Institute. I learned a lot and networked a lot 
also.”
“There was a great variety of topics, which 
made it interesting and informative.”
“I am new to migration and health exposure 
and I am so grateful for the opportunity to be 
surrounded by such knowledge and expertise. 
The Institute has reaffirmed my interest in this 
field. I hope to attend next year.”

The welcoming reception allowed participants to strengthen their 
professional networks in a relaxed setting.

Participants visit the Ventanilla de Salud Program at the Mexican 
Consulate in San Francisco. 
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The 13th Summer Institute on Migration and Global Health was 
possible thanks to the generous support of 

our sponsors:

Participants of the 2018 Summer Institute on Migration and Global Health.

#SIMGH18
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