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On behalf of the Health Initiative of the Americas, a program of the UC Berkeley School of Public Health, it 
is an honor to welcome you to the 14th Summer Institute on Migration and Global Health. 

With an estimated 1 billion migrants in the world today, of whom 258 million are international migrants 
and 763 million are internal migrants, more people are on the move in the 21st century than ever before. 
Targeted attention from researchers and health professionals is needed to address migration’s impact on the 
health of both the mobile populations and the communities through which migrants pass and eventually 
settle. 

Recent large-scale population movement has posed epidemiological and health system challenges. Public 
health and health systems must adjust, but they are generally unprepared to provide adequate services 
to the new arrivals, some of whom display a range of health issues specific to the migration experience. 
Meanwhile, systemic discord among key decisionmakers regarding how to handle migrants stalls their 
access to consistent, quality care, aggravating an already sensitive and delicate situation.

I believe that we have a responsibility to apply our education, knowledge, and resources to work towards 
health equality for all. Furthermore, we must work hard to reduce the severe health inequities migrants face 
due to their social, economic, demographic, and/or geographic situations. However, in order to do this, 
researchers and health professionals must be constantly learning, training, and sharing their best practices 
in the arena of migrant health.

At the Summer Institute on Migration and Global Health, you will gain valuable knowledge around topics 
of migration and health that will help to facilitate culturally sensitive and effective interventions among 
mobile populations in their communities. The Summer Institute bridges research and policy with practice, 
and fosters the exchange of experiences and critical thinking. Not only will you learn, but you will also have 
the opportunity to create and expand your professional networks. Thank you for joining us and, even more 
importantly, for your commitment and dedication to the health and well-being of migrants around the 
world. 

I would also like to thank the members of the Summer Institute Academic Committee—Liliana Osorio, Marc 
Schenker, Alfonso Rodriguez, and Steve Wallace, for their dedication and leadership in the development of 
a relevant and exciting agenda that we hope you will enjoy.

Xochitl Castañeda
Director, Health Initiative of the Americas
School of Public Health
University of California, Berkeley

Welcome
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8:15 - 8:45        Registration & Light Breakfast (Coffee, Bagels, Yogurt, Fruit)
8:45 - 9:00        Welcoming Remarks
   Remedios Gomez Arnau, Consul General of Mexico in San Francisco 
9:00 - 9:45        Global Migration: Past, Present, and Future
   Marc Schenker, University of California Davis
9:45 - 10:30        Changes in Immigration Policies in the U.S.
   Steven P. Wallace, University of California Los Angeles
10:30 - 10:45        Break
10:45 - 11:30        Best Practices in Responding to Refugee and Migrant Health Challenges in Europe
   Santino Severoni, World Health Organization
11:30 - 12:15        Human Rights and Medical-Legal Partnerships: a Framework for Research and Advocacy
   Joseph Shin, Weill Cornell Medicine   
12:15 - 1:00        Lunch 
1:00 - 1:30      Presentation of the “Mario Gutierrez Award on Migrant Health” to:
   - Gudelia Rangel, US-Mexico Border Health Commision, Mexican Section   
   - Joseba Achotegui Loizate, University of Barcelona
1:30 - 2:45       Breakout Sessions (choose one)
          1. Key International and U.S. Data Sources on Migration and Health
        Alfonso Rodriguez-Lainz, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
   This session will explore key international and U.S national data sources on the  
    numbers, social determinants, health behaviors and health outcomes of migrant   
   populations. Learn how to access the information of interest and discuss the strengths  
   and limitations of the different data sources and recommendations to improve the   
   availability and quality of migrant health data.               
          2. US-Mexico Collaborations to Improve Migrants’ Health (presentation in Spanish)
       Gudelia Rangel, US-Mexico Border Health Commision Mexican Section &  
       Liliana Osorio, University of California Berkeley 
   This session will present the main programs developed by the Government of Mexico  
   and by  the Health Initiative of the Americas to address the health needs of Mexican  
   migrants in the U.S.      
          3. Occupational Health and Safety
    Marc Schenker, University of California Davis
   This session will explore the causes of increased occupational health injury and illness  
   among  immigrant workers. It will further discuss approaches to prevent immigrant  
   workplace illness and injury, including newer approaches involving social media.
2:45-3:00  Break

Wednesday, July 10th

#SIMGH

Location: The California Endowment (TCE), 2000 Franklin St.,Oakland
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3:00 - 4:15  Breakout Sessions (choose one)
           4. Mapping Spatial Inequality in Immigrant Services
    Irene Bloemraad, University of California Berkeley
   This session will share research by the UC Berkeley Interdisciplinary Migration   
   Initiative, explain the methodological approach, and solicit feedback for improvement.  
   The interactive web map allows stakeholders to study the potential spatial mismatch  
   between the need for immigrant legal and health services, and the supply of those
   serices as offered by community-based organizations in the Bay area.
          5. Policy Dialogues: Evidence and Engagement for Advancing Health Equity
    Lisa Cacari-Stone, University of New Mexico
   Using the method of “evidence-informed policy making” participants will be able to:   
	 	 	 define	equity	in	policy,	discuss	the	role	of	community-based	participatory	research	in		
	 	 	 closing	the	“know-do”	gap,	identify	the	five	stages	of	policy	analysis,	and	review	key		
   elements of implementing policy dialogues.
         6. Alcohol & Substances Related Sexual Risk in Latino Migrant Day Laborers
    Kurt C. Organista, University of California Berkeley
   This session presents research on a sample of 350 Latino migrant day laborers from  
   the San Francisco Bay Area.  The session examines the structural vulnerability of    
	 	 	 LMDLs	to	health	and	mental	health	problems.		More	specifically,	alcohol-related					
   sexual risk for HIV is contextualized by examining the role of psychological distress  
	 	 	 related	to	discrimination	and	difficult	working	and	living	conditions.
4:30 - 6:30            Welcome Reception at Agave Uptown Restaurant, 2135 Franklin St, Oakland, CA  

8:15 - 8:30  Light Breakfast
8:30 - 9:15  Regional Coordination and Health Response to Mass Migration in Latin America
    Karen Carpio, International Organization for Migration
9:15 - 10:00  Health Disparities among Asian Immigrants in the U.S.
              Julia Liou, Asian Health Services
10:00 - 10:15  Break
10:15 - 11:00  Universal Healthcare for all? Perspectives from Europe
               Lydia Mehrara, Nord University, Norway
    Isabel Almendro, General University Hospital Gregorio, Marañón, Spain
11:00 - 12:15  Panel on Data Collection on Immigrant’s Health: Benefits vs Harm
    - Alfonso Rodriguez-Lainz, Center for Disease Control and Preventions
    - Deliana Garcia, Migrant Clinicians Network
    - Joseph Shin, Weill Cornell Medicine
      Moderator: Irene Bloemraad, University of California Berkeley
12:15 - 1:45  Lunch & Poster Presentations
1:45 - 3:00  Breakout Sessions
          7. Human Trafficking and Health: International Research and Evaluation
    Cathy Zimmerman, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
	 	 	 This	session	will	present	some	actual	data	related	to	human	trafficking	and	health,	as		
   well as a discussion on research frameworks for this important global issue.

14th Summer Institute on
Migration and Global Health

Location: The California Endowment (TCE), 2000 Franklin St., Oakland

Thursday, July 11th
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         8. Conducting Outreach in an Anti-Immigrant Climate
    Liam Spurgeon & Diana Lieu, Health Outreach Partners
   In this session, participants will have opportunities to discuss the challenges they face  
   while supporting their communities within the current anti-immigrant climate.   
   Participants will learn how to use the Silent Crisis resource and brainstorm strategies  
   to support immigrant patients and their families.
          9. Site Visit to Asian Health Services in Oakland (from 2:00 to 4:00pm) 
   Starts at Rolland Lowe Medical Center, 835 Webster St., Oakland (0.7 mile from TCE)
   The	tour	includes	an	overview	of	Asian	Health	Services	history,	services,	influential		
   advocacy, and community initiatives that it has conducted over its 45 year history.   
   The tour will not only include an inside look into its clinic operations, but also high- 
   light Chinatown's history and AHS’ involvement in addressing social determinants of  
   health, and engaging and empowering its community members and patients.
3:00 - 3:15  Break
3:15 - 4:30  Breakout Sessions (choose one)
        10. Resilience, Faith, and Social Supports in Forced Migrants from Central America  
   and Mexico
    Mark Lusk, Sam Terrazas, Janette Caro and Perla Chaparro, University of   
   Texas at El Paso
   This mixed methods research project examines protective factors that mediate trauma  
   and support quality of life among migrants. Despite high levels of post-traumatic   
   stress, migrants score high on measures of resilience and quality of life, and utilize  
   faith as a coping strategy to lend meaning to their hardship and suffering.
        11. Mental Health and PTSD in War Refugees      
    Patrick Marius Koga & Fahim Pirzada, University of California Davis
   This workshop will review the neurophysiology of post-traumatic stress disorder
   (PTSD) and discuss the limitations of PTSD instruments in evaluating trauma in
   non-Western cultural settings. Arab and Afghan explanatory models for mental health,
   distress, and illness, idioms of distress, socially normed help-seeking behaviors, and
   expectation from providers will be presented. 
5:40 - 10:00  Optional Social Activity: Ferry trip from Oakland Jack London Square to San  
   Francisco Ferry Building and dinner in San Francisco
   Come and enjoy the beautiful scenery of the San Francisco Bay, while sharing a 
   relaxing time with other participants and colleagues. Each individual will pay for their  
   own ferry ticket ($14 round trip) and dinner (about $40). Dinner reservations will be  
   made by the organizing committee. We highly recommend to wear warm clothes and  
   comfortable shoes.
   5:40 PM: Meet at Oakland Ferry Terminal, located at Jack London Square.
   5:55 PM: Ferry departs from Oakland to San Francisco. Purchase the ticket when  
   boarding the ferry, cash only.
   6:20 PM: Ferry arrives at the San Francisco Ferry Building. Walk around the Embar- 
   cadero area and to the Osha Thai Restaurant, located at 4 Embarcadero Center, San  
   Francisco.
   9:30 PM: Last ferry departs from San Francisco to Oakland, arriving at Jack London  
   Square at 10:00 PM. If you prefer you can return by BART or taxi/Uber/Lyft

 

#SIMGH4



         

8:15 - 8:30  Light Breakfast
8:30 - 9:15  Gendered Dimensions of Population Mobility Across HIV Epidemics in Rural  
   Eastern Africa          
    Carol Camlin, University of California San Francisco
9:15 - 10:00  Gender, Vulnerability, & Resilience among children ‘Left Behind’ by Migrant Kin
    Michaella Vanore, United Nations University - Maastricht University
10:00 - 10:15  Break
10:15 - 11:00  Refugee Health
    Clelia Pezzi, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of Global  
    Migration and Quarantine, Immigrant, Refugee, and Migrant Health Branch
11:00 - 11:45  Returning to the Place of Origin
    Andrea Bautista, Colegio de Mexico
11:45 - 12:30  The Ulysses Syndrome: The Immigrant Syndrome with Chronic and Multiple Stress
    Joseba Achotegui, University of Barcelona, Spain
12:30 - 2:00  Lunch & Poster Presentations
2:00 - 4:00  Breakout Sessions (Choose one)
        12. Understanding the Tests to Assess Migratory Mourning & the Ulysses Syndrome
    Joseba Achotegui & Dori Espeso, University of Barcelona
   This session will address the main risk factors associated to the mental health of   
   migrants. It will explain the main components and application of the test used to assess  
   the Ulysses Syndrome among migrants.
        13. Climate Change, Migration, and Health
    Federico Castillo & Zeltzin Angon, University of California Berkeley
   In this session we will discuss how climate change impacts those forced to move due  
   to the occurrence of climate change-related extreme events such as drought,   
	 	 	 heat	waves	and	floods.	We	will	explore	how	individuals	and	communities	can	prepare		
   for extreme event occurrence and hence to reduce forced migration due to climate  
   change
        14. Humanizing Deportation (videos and discussion)
    Robert Irwin, University of California Davis
   Humanizing Deportation is a community-based digital storytelling project that offers  
   an online platform for people to share their personal experiences relating to migration  
   and deportation. This public archive holds over 200 digital stories produced by 
   Mexican and Central American migrants. This session, hosted by the project’s   
   coordinator, offers an introduction to the archive, featuring several digital stories and  
	 	 	 discussion	on	key	public	health	issues	identified	by	community	storytellers.
4:30-5:30  University of California Berkeley Campus Tour
   Join us for a guided tour of the beautiful and historic campus of UC Berkeley, the #1  
   public university worldwide. The one-hour walking tour starts at Springer Getaway  
   and ends at Sproul Plaza.

14th Summer Institute on
Migration and Global Health

Location: UC Berkeley School of Public Health, Berkeley Way West Building
         2121 Berkeley Way, UC Berkeley,  Colloquium Room

Friday, July 12th
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9:00 am – 1:00 pm  Field trip to San Francisco 
   As part of the learning experience, Summer Institute participants will spend   
   Saturday morning visiting San Francisco neighborhoods where migrants from around  
   the world now call home. The tour will include a presentation at the San    
   Francisco AIDS Foundation (SFAF) and a visit to Strut, a health and wellness center  
   in the Castro neighborhood, serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer  
   (LGBTQ) community. Important: Tour will be mainly by public transportation  
   and by foot. Group size is limited.
Day Schedule:

8:15 am Meet at Peet’s Coffee, located at 1111 Broadway St, Oakland to take BART from the 12th  
  Street station to Civic Center station in San Francisco, OR
9:00 am  Meet at San Francisco AIDS Foundation (SFAF), 1035 Market Street, Suite 400,   
  San Francisco, CA  94103 
  Presentation about SFAF Latino programs, and overview of different migrant communities’  
  social and health conditions in San Francisco. 
10:00 am Guided walk around the Tenderloin neighborhood, home to many immigrant communities.  
11:15 am Take public transportation from the Civic Center to the Castro District.
12:00 pm Arrive and tour Strut Health and Wellness Center, 470 Castro St, San Francisco, CA   
  94114,  located in the famous Castro District, one of the most globally recognized areas for  
  LGBTQ activism and events. Strut provides different services to the LGBTQ community,  
  many of whom are immigrants, to eliminate HIV transmission and improve the quality of life  
  and longevity of individuals living with HIV.
1:00 pm End of field trip. Participants are welcome to continue exploring San Francisco on their own.

Contact Information

During the days of the Summer Institute you can contact:

Liliana Osorio (619) 933-6023, losorio@berkeley.edu 
Stephany Pizano (510) 334-0114, Stephany.pizano@berkeley.edu

#SIMGH

Saturday, July 13th
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Thursday, July 11th

  

International Undocumented Immigrants in Transit by Guadalajara: Vulnerability, Access to Health 
and Rights
Alvaro Becerra Sanchez, Jesuit University of Guadalajara

Recruiting Farmworkers into a Healthy Lifestyle Education Program at the Worksite
Ana Martinez, Reitter Affiliated Companies

Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence and Reproductive Coercion among Adolescent Girls in Mexico
Argentina E. Servin, University of California San Diego, School of Medicine 

Population Mobility and HIV Among Minority men Who have Sex with men in Southern California
Dan Meltzer, University of California Santa Barbara, Department of Geography

National Immunization Policies and Practices for Migrants in EU/EEA Countries
Giulia Marchetti, Italian National Health Institute & Sapienza University of Rome

Perceptions of Effects of Current U.S. Immigration Enforcement Policies on Service Utilization among 
Medical, Legal, and Social Service Providers in a Border Community
Isabel Latz, University of Texas at El Paso

Farm Labor Conditions and Health Outcomes of Female Mixtec Farmworkers on California’s Central 
Coast
Lourdes Camarena-Ojinaga, Universidad Autonoma de Baja California

Cardiovascular Disease Risk Factors among Oregon Vineyard and Winery Workers
Daniel F. Lopez-Cevallos, Oregon State University

Service Providers' Perspective on Mental Healthcare of Syrian Refugee Women in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada
Sanjida Newaz, University of Manitoba

Perspective of Latina Adolescents and Health Care Providers: A Binational Comparison of Perinatal 
Care Experiences
Felipe Rodriguez, University of San Francisco

Health Risk Factors in Members of the Migrant Caravan
Ana Maria Gómez Rodriguez, Centro Binacional de Psicoterapia Psicoanalitica, México

“Vieran el precio que yo pago:” (If you only knew the price I pay): Understanding the Impact of Migration 
on Oaxacan, Mexican Women and their Families
Luna Calderon & Tina Sacks, University of California, Berkeley

14th Summer Institute on
Migration and Global Health

Location: The California Endowment (TCE), 2000 Franklin St., Oakland

Poster Presentations
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Friday, July 12th

Nuestras Emociones: Reducing Stigma and Increasing Mental Health Awareness in the US-Mexico 
Border Region
Anabel Canchola, Mario Chavez, and Myrella Gonzalez, Dona Ana County Health and Human Services and 
University of New Mexico TREE Center

Particular Features of Vulnerability in HIV Carriers in the US-Mexico Border
Marlet Nuño-Rodriguez, Autonomous University of Baja California

Identifying and Addressing Influential Factors of Adolescent Pregnancy on the U.S.-Mexico Border: 
Results of Mujer Saludable - Promotora
Elizabeth Salerno Valdez, Southwest Institue for Research on Women, University of Arizona

Prevalence of Chronic Health Conditions among Mobile Populations at Risk of HIV in Africa
Elizabeth M. Ortiz, City University of New York

Determinants of the Mental and Emotional Well Being of Knights Landing, California Residents
Juan Carlos Ruiz Malagon, University of California Davis

Identifying the Barriers Spanish Speaking Latinas Face in Research at the Oregon Health and Science 
University (OHSU): a Survey of Obstacles and Facilitators 
Yareli Cornejo Torres, Portland State University

Liver Disease-related Mortality among Mexican Adults in the U.S. and Mexico
Yvonne N. Flores, UC Los Angeles

Imperfections of a Perfect State—a Social PolicyAnalysis of the Provisions of Maternal Health Services 
for Migrant Women in Norway
Lydia Mehrara, Nord University

A Healthy Undocumented Migrant Effect? Quantitative Evidence on Health and Healthcare Access of 
Undocumented Immigrants
Simon Ruhnke, University of Utah

Comparative Study of Chagas Disease Seroprevalence in Pregnant Women from Endemic Regions 
attended at Hospital General de Mexico (Mexico City, Mexico) and Johns Hopkins Bayview (Baltimore, 
USA)
Kimberly Parra, Unviersity of Arizona

Intersecting Migrations and Health: Critical Activist Research across Ecuadorean Borders
Roberta Villalón, St. John's University

Latinas' Perspectives and Experiences on Health and Access to Health Care in the US-Mexico Border 
Region
Lisa Cacari-Stone & Silvia Sierra, University of New Mexico TREE Center and Cultivando Comunidades

#SIMGH

Location: UC Berkeley, 2121 Berkeley Way, UC Berkeley, Colloquium Room
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is a Professor of the University of Barcelona, Director of SAPPIR (Psychopathological and 
Psychosocial Support Service for Immigrants and Refugees) at the Hospital of Saint Peter Claver 
in Barcelona. He was awarded the Solidarity Award by the Catalan Parliament in 1997 for his 
work with immigrants groups. He is the Coordinator of the international task force on “The 
Ulysses Syndrome,” sponsored by the European Parliament Committee on Citizens’ Freedoms 
and Rights, and is the Secretary General of the Transcultural Psychiatry Section of the World 
Psychiatric Association, and author of the online blog “Salud mental en tiempos difíciles”.

Joseba Achotegui
Speakers
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obtained a B.A. in Geography, a B.S. in Society & Environment, and a minor in City Plan-
ning from the University of California Berkeley. She is passionate about working on issues 
of climate justice and climate change, focusing on synergies between the natural and built 
environment—specifically its connection to public health. As a fellow with the Latinxs and 
the Environment Initiative, she co-created and taught a student-led seminar focused on 
integrating an environmental justice lens to environmental problems.

Zeltzin Angon

received her Ph.D. in Applied Demography from the University of Texas at San Antonio in 2017; 
she studied her master’s degree in Population and Development in the Latin American Social 
Sciences School (FLACSO - Mexico for its Spanish acronym); she has a Bachelor’s degree in 
Political Sciences from the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM for its Spanish 
acronym). Currently she is the Co-Principal Investigator in the Project: Return Migration and 
Social Rights at El Colegio de México. Her research is focused on education, employment, 
and international migration, and she studies social mobility patterns and integration 
process using a binational perspective between Mexico and the United States in particular.

Andrea Bautista Leon

Isabel Almendro
Isabel Almendro is a resident doctor in the Preventive Medicine and Public Health service 
in the Gregorio Marañón University Hospital in Madrid, Spain. She completed her Master's 
degree in Public Health at the Spanish National Health School. She is interested in the field of 
Health Promotion and has experience working in Health Care Quality Management, Preven-
tive Medicine and Infection Control in sanitary assistance.
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is a Professor of Sociology and the Thomas Garden Barnes Chair of Canadian Studies at Berkeley. 
She is also the founding Director of the Berkeley Interdisciplinary Migration Initiative, and holds 
the position of Senior Fellow with the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research. In 2014-15, 
she served as a member of the U.S. National Academies of Sciences committee reporting on the 
integration of immigrants into American society.

Irene Bloemraad

10

is Associate Professor with the College of Population Health and Executive Director of the 
Transdisciplinary Research Equity and Engagement Center (TREE) at the University of New Mexico. 
Her research interests encompass the macro-level determinants of health, community level, and the 
individual level. Her studies join multi-disciplinary scholars with community partners to co-develop 
and evaluate evidence-based interventions that promote population health for U.S.-Mexico border 
communities. Linking evidence with engagement, her scholarship involves multi-sectoral partners 
in translating and dissemination research to practice and policy for advancing health equity. She 
received her doctoral training from the Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis 
University, completed her postdoctoral research training in social determinants of health at the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, and served as a policy fellow with the late Senator 
Edward Kennedy.

Lisa Cacari Stone

is Associate Professor in Residence in the UCSF Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and 
Reproductive Sciences and affiliated with the UCSF Bixby Center for Global Reproductive Health 
and Center for AIDS Prevention Studies. Her research crosses the disciplines of social demography, 
sociology and public health, and focuses on gender, HIV, and population mobility. She is Principal 
Investigator of a 5-year study to examine the impact of mobility on HIV transmission dynamics 
and care cascade outcomes in communities participating in the Sustainable East Africa Research 
in Community Health (SEARCH) trial. She also uses mixed methods approaches and behavioral 
and social theory  to inform HIV intervention and implementation studies in health systems and 
communities in sub-Saharan Africa, as Investigator of several other randomized controlled trials 
in the region.

Carol Camlin

holds a Master's degree in Psychopedagogy from the International University of La Rioja. She is 
currently pursuing a Master's degree in Education from the University of Ciudad Juárez, Mexico 
and has a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology. As a psychologist, she has experience working with 
issues pertaining to gender violence and educational learning processes. She has worked in the 
public and private sectors in the city of Juarez, Mexico.

Janette Caro
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is an Environmental/Agricultural Economist at the College of Natural Resources, Department 
of Environmental Science, Policy and Management, UC Berkeley. He obtained his a PhD 
and undergraduate degrees from UC Berkeley. His research agenda centers on how climate 
change affects the agricultural sector in the US and other countries, as well as issues related to 
technological change, technology adoption, and diffusion. He is a member of a multidisciplinary 
team that is developing a research agenda on climate change and how it impacts particular 
segments of the population in California: agricultural labor force and vulnerable urban and 
rural dwellers. He is currently working on two projects in the State of Oaxaca, Mexico looking 
at how extreme weather events related to climate change influence migration decisions among 
coffee farmers and community members. He is currently engaged in research with scholars 
from the Tropical Agricultural Research Center (CATIE), the National Autonomous University 
of Mexico (UNAM), The Lawrence Berkeley National Lab (LBNL) and the UC Davis among 
others. He also serves as Deputy Director for the UCGHI Planetary Health Center of Expertise.

Federico Castillo
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is the Regional Coordinator for the Joint Initiative on the Health of Migrants and their Families 
at International Office of Migration’s Regional Office for Central America, North America, and 
the Caribbean. She holds a Master’s degree in Public Health with emphasis on Management 
of Public Health Policies and Actions from the École des Hautes Études en Santé Publique 
(EHESP), France’s National Public Health School. She also holds a bachelor’s and licensure in 
Psychology from the University of Costa Rica. She specializes in the management of health, 
mental health, and psychosocial response programs and policies for vulnerable populations. 
She has worked as a consultant for PAHO/WHO Costa Rica in mental health topics, and as 
researcher for the Global Mental Health Program of Icahn School of Medicine in New York. 
She is an adjunct professor of Clinical and Health Psychology at the University of Costa Rica.

Karen Carpio

recently graduated from the University of Texas at El Paso with a Master’s degree in Social 
Work (MSW). She also holds a Bachelor’s degree in Communication. She has worked in 
the department of social work as a graduate research assistant. She is a former journalist and 
has produced various short documentaries about homelessness, food insecurity, and forced 
migration. Her experience includes working with El Paso and Fighting Hunger Food Bank.

Perla Chaparro

Dori Espeso Montagud
is a professor at the University of Barcelona, and teaches the Master’s program in “Mental Health 
and Psychological Interventions with Immigrants, Refugees and Minorities.” She is also a Professor 
for Psychiatrists and Clinical Psychologists in the Public University of Catalan Health Service. She 
has a PhD from the University of Valencia in Spain and the University of Ljubljana in Slovenia. Dr. 
Espeso has been Section Head at the Psychiatric Clinic of the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, 
Child Psychiatrist in the Institute of Healthcare in Girona, Spain, and a child psychiatrist at 
Service Psychopathological and Psychosocial Immigrant and Refugees. She is also a member of 
the Communitarian Program for Immigration and Health in Girona, Réseau Européen, the World 
Psychiatric Association - Transcultural Section (WPA-TP), and the World Association of Cultural 
Psychiatry (WCPA). 
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is a Postdoctoral Research Scholar at UC Davis School of Medicine, Dept. of Public Health, 
Ulysses Postdoctoral Research Training Program (Ulysses PoRT). A former war refugee (Special 
Immigrant Visa holder) from Afghanistan, Dr. Pirzada has served as President & CEO of the 
Veteran, Immigrant, and Refugee Trauma Institute of Sacramento (VIRTIS) during 2014-
2016 engaging refugee communities in research on PTSD in Afghan and Iraqi refugees. At 
UC Davis he is also a guest faculty at several courses lecturing in trauma, idioms of distress, 
and cultural competence to medical, public health, and psychiatry resident physicians.

Ahmad Fahim Pirzada

is the Director of International Projects, Research, and Development for Migrant Clinicians 
Network. Throughout her career she has worked in the areas of reproductive health, sexual 
and intimate partner violence, access to primary care, and infectious disease control and 
prevention. Ms. Garcia is responsible for the development and expansion of Health Network, an 
international bridge case management and patient navigation system to make the health records 
of migrants diagnosed with infectious and chronic diseases available across international borders. 
She has served as the Principal Investigator or member of the research team for a number of 
studies addressing topics, such as sexual and intimate partner violence prevention among 
Latino migrant and immigrant families, trauma in transit for migrants crossing international 
borders, and emotionally-charged dialogue between patients and health care providers.

Deliana Garcia

is Consul General at the Consulate General of Mexico in San Francisco, California. She has pre-
viously headed the Consulates General of Mexico in Atlanta, Georgia; San Diego, California, and 
Raleigh, North Carolina. Prior to her tenure in Atlanta, she was the Academic Secretary and As-
sociate Researcher at the Center for Research on North America from the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico. Her research included U.S. foreign policy and the Mexico-U.S. relationship. 
At the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Gomez Arnau has also served as consultant to the Undersecre-
tary for North America in two presidential administrations (1992 to 1997), and has been Director 
of Consular Protection, Deputy Director of Consular Protection Studies, and Head of the Depart-
ment of Political and Legal Affairs with the United States (1980-1987).

Remedios Gomez Arnau

currently serves as Executive Secretary of the Mexican Section of the United States-Mexico Border 
Health Commission, a research professor at El Colegio de la Frontera Norte and is a member of 
the Steering Committee of the Joint Health and Migration Initiative (INCOSAMI). Dr. Rangel 
holds a PhD in Health Sciences from the Instituto Nacional Salud Pública, with a specialty in 
Epidemiology, and a Master's Degree in Public Health from the Universidad Autónoma de 
Baja California. She has directed research theses in public health and epidemiology, including 
health, migration, and border health. She also collaborates as a responsible researcher in several 
binational research projects on public health and epidemiology and has published numerous 
investigations in international specialized journals and book chapters.

Maria Gudelia Rangel
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is the Senior Manager of Technology and Digital Media at Health Outreach Partners (HOP), 
where she facilitates training, consults, and develops resources. She led the development of 
HOP’s Planning and Evaluating Integrated Community Health Outreach Programs Curriculum, 
and co-authored HOP’s Affordable Health Insurance Outreach and Enrollment Curriculum 
to train outreach and enrollment workers in 17 states in the U.S. and Puerto Rico. Prior to 
HOP, Diana spent two years at Apicha, a Federally Qualified Health Center in New York City, 
coordinating a program that provided community health education, health provider cultural 
competency training, community outreach, and youth mentorship. In 2007, Diana received 
the New York City Human Rights Fellowship to create a content-based English Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL) curriculum on immigrant employment rights for the NYC public 
library systems. Diana received her undergraduate degree from Sarah Lawrence College.

Diana Lieu
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is Professor of social work and Associate Dean of the College of Health Sciences at the University 
of Texas at El Paso.  He is an experienced field researcher and has lived and worked for nearly 
two decades in Latin America. He was Senior Fulbright Scholar at the Pontificia Universidad 
Católica del Peru in Lima and Senior Fulbright Research Fellow at the Pontificia Universidade 
Católica do Rio de Janeiro.  Mark currently works with forced migrants from Central America 
and Mexico.

Mark Lusk

MPH, is the Chief Deputy of Administration for Asian Health Services (AHS), where she over-
sees program planning, grants, fundraising, communications, compliance and various commu-
nity advocacy projects.  She has led multi-million dollar capital campaigns and implemented 
successful strategies that have increased event fundraising and agency branding beyond its cur-
rent service area.  Aligned with AHS’ mission, Julia co-founded the California Healthy Nail Sa-
lon Collaborative, a statewide coalition to address the health and safety issues nail salon workers 
face in their work environment. She has also published policy recommendations around lan-
guage access, and peer reviewed articles related to pedestrian safety, community health and nail 
salon workers. 

Julia Liou

is a faculty member and Director of Refugee Health Research in the Dept. of Public Health 
Sciences at UC Davis School of Medicine. Dr. Koga’s work has centered on the mental health of 
traumatized war refugees and immigrants both abroad and in the US, including transcultural 
psychiatry research and evaluations of newly arriving Afghans, Iraqis, Iranians, Syrians, 
Burmese, and Congolese at Sacramento County Refugee Health Clinic. Marius has a first-hand 
experience of oppression, imprisonment, and torture, having lived in Ceausescu’s communist 
dictatorship of Romania before he escaped in 1988 to neighboring Yugoslavia. Dr. Koga’s work has 
spanned from Kyrgyzstan to Russia, Iran, South Africa, Serbia, and Turkey focusing on cultural 
modulators of resilience in PTSD, idioms of distress, and post-resettlement consequences of 
migration on refugees and host populations. Educated at University of Timisoara, Faculty of 
Medicine, Romania, and Tulane School of Tropical Medicine, Dr. Koga is a member of the 
World Psychiatric Association, the Athena Network, and a Fellow of the Royal Society for 
Public Health, London. Dr. Koga co-directs the Ulysses Refugee Project in partnership with 
University of Barcelona, Spain, and with CSU East Bay, Hayward.

Patrick Marius Koga
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is a Professor in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at the University of California, 
Davis, and Project Coordinator of the Humanizing Deportation digital storytelling project. 
He is Codirector of the Mellon Initiative in Comparative Border Studies and was Chair of the 
Graduate Group in Cultural Studies from 2010 through 2017. He is a specialist in Mexican 
cultural history, with expertise in issues of gender and sexuality, borders and migration, and 
transnationalism. He is author or editor of numerous books and articles focused on Mexican, 
Mexican American and US-Mexico borderlands cultures. He earned his PhD in Comparative 
Literature from New York University.

Robert McKee Irwin

is a leading expert on social work practice within the Latino community. His research 
focuses on psychosocial problems within the  Chicano and Latino communities, 
acculturation and adjustment of ethnic minorities to American societies, minority mental 
health, cognitive behavioral therapy, depression, and HIV prevention with Mexican 
migrant laborers/Latinos.  Dr. Organista currently teaches courses on social problems 
and psychopathology, stress and coping and social work practice with Latino populations.

Kurt Organista

is the Deputy Director of the Health Initiative of the Americas (HIA), at the UC Berkeley School 
of Public Health. Since joining HIA in 2002, Liliana has led the coordination of the annual 

Binational Health Week, the Summer Institute on Migration and Global Health, and the Binational 
Promotores Program. She has also managed several statewide campaigns in California targeting 
Spanish-speaking Latinos to increase influenza vaccinations, enroll in Covered California, 
and to prevent the spread of Zika. Liliana is the editor of the “English – Spanish Dictionary 
of Health Related Terms,” and has also co-authored several other publications. Liliana received 
her bachelor’s degree in Social Communication and Journalism in Colombia, and her master’s 
degree in Public Health at San Diego State University.

Liliana Osorio

Clelia Pezzi
is an epidemiologist with CDC’s Domestic Refugee Health Team located in the Immigrant, 

Refugee, and Migrant Health Branch. Ms. Pezzi has been working in refugee health since 
2006, including a short stint in CDC’s Kenya-based Refugee Health office, where she spent 
time assisting with investigations into infectious disease outbreaks in Kenyan refugee 
camps. She currently focuses on analyses of post-arrival screening data to identity health 
concerns among resettled refugees and other migrant populations, and to evaluate CDC’s 
overseas refugee health interventions.

Lydia Mehrara is a PhD Candidate in Sociology at Nord University in Bodø, Norway. Her 
doctoral project examines the extent to which universal provisions meet the needs of diverse 
groups by looking at the delivery of reproductive health services across Norway. Lydia’s interest 
surrounding this topic stems from her undergraduate studies in Global health at the University 
of Toronto and her European Master in Social Work with Families and Children from Portu-
gal, Norway, and Sweden.

Lydia Mehrara
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is a Migrant Health Specialist for the CDC’s Division of Global Migration and Quarantine.  
Dr. Rodriguez’s main responsibilities include acting as a liaison, coordinator, planner and 
project lead for domestic migrant health activities. Prior to joining the CDC, Dr. Rodriguez 
was the senior epidemiologist for the California Office of Binational Border Health, 
California Department of Public Health. He has extensive experience in coordinating 
cross-border surveillance and public health projects between California, Mexico and Latin 
America. Dr. Rodriguez has a PhD in Epidemiology from the University of California, Davis. 
He has coauthored many peer-reviewed publications and several border and migrant health 
reports. He also teaches courses on migrant health, global surveillance and international 
epidemiology at SDSU Graduate School of Public Health.

Alfonso Rodriguez-Lainz
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is a Distinguished Professor of Medicine and Public Health at the UC Davis School of Medicine. 
He is the founding director of the Davis Center for Occupational and Environmental Health, 
the Western Center for Agricultural Health and Safety, and the Migration and Health Research 
Center. His specialty is occupational and environmental disease. He is board certified in 
internal medicine, pulmonary disease and occupational health. He conducts epidemiologic 
research and teaches in these areas, with a particular focus on lung disease, reproductive 
hazards, and the health of immigrants and farm working populations.  Dr. Schenker has 
published over 200 scientific manuscripts and 5 textbooks. He has conducted work on 
occupational health hazards in the U.S. and Latin America, and has worked on global health 
committees and programs with collaborators around the world. 

Marc Schenker

is the Coordinator of the Public Health and Migration Programme at the World Health 
Organization. Dr. Severoni has held senior positions at WHO European Office since 2000. In 
the last 22 years he has been working in several countries in Eastern Africa, Balkans, Central 
Asia, and Western Europe, dedicating his professional work to public health, health sector 
reforms, health system strengthening, health diplomacy, aid coordination/effectiveness, 
management of complex emergencies. Since 2013, he has been coordinating the public health 
aspect of migration work for the WHO Regional Office for Europe.

Santino Severoni

is an academic clinician, researcher and advocate.  His work applies an interdisciplinary human 
rights framework for approaching the complex and mutually constitutive issues of global 
migration, trauma, health, and law. As Co-Medical Director for the Weill Cornell Center for 
Human Rights (WCCHR), he oversees the medical forensic evaluation, research, and training 
programs. WCCHR has assisted hundreds of immigrants, prisoners, detainees and asylum-
seekers to obtain medical care, win asylum, and secure release from abuse settings of detention 
and incarceration. Additionally, his team conducts a broad range of research related to the 
healthcare experiences of trafficking victims, chronic pain management in torture survivors, 
and the trauma experiences and health outcomes of child and adolescent asylum seekers. He 
completed his medical education and training at NYU School of Medicine. Currently, he is an 
Assistant Professor of Medicine at Weill Cornell Medicine.

Joseph Shin
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is a Project Manager at Health Outreach Partners (HOP), having joined HOP as an Associate 
Project Manager in 2013. In addition to providing training and technical assistance to community 
health centers and other community-based organizations, Liam’s current role includes managing 
the Client Portal and Outreach Business Value (OBV) Toolkit, as well as overseeing HOP’s 
webinar services. In recent years at HOP, he has worked primarily around the intersections of 
health with immigration, transportation, or social justice. Prior to this position, Liam worked 
at the Health Initiative of the Americas in the UC Berkeley School of Public Health, and lived in 
Spain for two years, combining his passions for the Spanish language and working with youth.

Liam Spurgeon

is a professor of social work at New Mexico Highlands University Facundo School of Social 
Work. His research agenda focuses on the mental health of Latino farmworkers and the develop-
ment of a treatment approach for depression and anxiety. Sam is currently examining how rural 
New Mexicans ameliorate community, personal and mental health  problems. 

Sam Terrazas

is a research fellow at the Maastricht Graduate School of Governance, where she has worked 
for the past six years as a researcher and lecturer on migration and development. In the course 
of her work at the School of Governance, Michaella has worked on projects commissioned 
and funded by the European Commission, IOM, ICMPD, Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
OxfamNovib, UNICEF (Iran, Kazakhstan, Moldova), UNDEF, and Dutch entrepreneurial 
development bank (FMO). Within these projects, Michaella has addressed topics such as 
defining and analyzing poverty among migrant children, assessing the consequences of family-
member migration for children and the elderly who remain in the home country, diaspora 
engagement and contributions in conflict and post-conflict settings, and remittances.

Michaella Vanore

is a professor and chairperson of the Department of Community Health Sciences, and Associate 
Director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research, Fielding School of Public Health. Dr. 
Wallace’s interest in migration issues focuses on access to health care and services for the elderly. 
His work includes studies of Latin American and Asian immigrant elders, as well as analyses 
of access to health care and preventive services for nonelderly adults. His current research 
includes projects to build community-based participatory research skills among environment 
health science researchers and immigrant communities in Los Angeles, an analysis of the 
impact of health care reform on undocumented immigrants, and several studies that identify 
gaps in health policies for underserved elders.

Steven P. Wallace

is a recognized expert in the area of health and human trafficking and a senior staff member of 
the Gender, Violence and Health Centre (GVHC). Dr. Zimmerman conducted some of the first-
ever research projects on health and trafficking, including two studies in Europe with women in 
post-trafficking services and a recent survey of men, women, and children of post-trafficking 
services in Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam. She is currently leading a multi-country impact 
assessment of the International Labour Organization’s Work in Freedom Programme in Nepal, 
India, and Bangladesh; research on health and labour exploitation in South America and Central 
Asia; and research for the UK Department of Health on health services for trafficked people. 

Cathy Zimmerman
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The 14th Summer Institute on Migration and Global Health is 
funded in part by a grant from The California Wellness Foundation

(Cal Wellness). The Foundation’s mission is to improve the health of 
Californians. Cal Wellness is dedicated to promoting equity through 

advocacy and access.
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