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Preliminary PIMSA Report as of May 1st, 2022 
 
We have been working on organizing the fieldwork in Honduras, Mexico, and the United 
States and the writing workshop in Mexico City. So far we have booked tickets for José 
Hasemann, Amelia Frank-Vitale, and John Doering-White. Alejandra Díaz de León will drive 
to the field site. We have booked the Airbnb for the workshop in Mexico City and have 
organized a forum at Colegio de Mexico to discuss the findings. Most of the fieldwork will 
take place between May and July 2022.  
 
Fieldwork in Honduras 
 
Frank-Vitale and Hasemann will conduct individual ethnographic research in Honduras. 
From May 25 to June 12 Frank-Vitale will conduct semi-structured interviews with residents 
of neighborhoods that have experienced high levels of flooding and out-migration in the Sula 
Valley over the last two years. She will also conduct exploratory research for one week at the 
end of June (exact dates to be determined) in the rural, coastal department of Colón, 
Honduras, where the intersection of health, migration, and the changing climate has a 
different geography than in the urban areas of the Sula Valley. Hasemann is currently 
conducting a search and review of literature related to migration, communication, and global 
climate change in the domains of public health and the anthropology of health. Hasemann is 
also currently in the field in Honduras conducting ethnographic research (June 1 - August 1). 
 
 
Fieldwork in Apizaco, Mexico 
 
Diaz de Leon and Doering-White plan to conduct one month of ethnographic fieldwork at La 
Sagrada Familia migrant shelter in Apizaco, Tlaxcala from April 28 to May 25. This 
fieldwork will focus on assessing the (in)visibility of climate-related migration within 
humanitarian aid spaces. Díaz de León and Doering-White will compare migrants' responses 
to the shelter's standard interview intake protocol with responses to follow-up interviews in 
which respondents are asked whether, and in what ways, climatic disruptions have impacted 
their decisions to migrate. Follow-up interviews will include questions related to the health 
impacts of climate change, including the consequences of food insecurity, heat stress, 
exposure to agricultural chemicals needed to combat climate-exacerbated crop diseases, and 
exposure to violence as a result of climate-related displacement. Doering-White and Díaz de 
León will also conduct in-depth interviews with aid workers at the shelter about their 
perceptions of climate change as a driver of migration, to what extent increases in climate-
related displacement impacts the kind of aid they provide, and how they think about the 
potential addition of climate-related disruptions within existing humanitarian legal 
frameworks.  
 
Fieldwork in New Orleans, USA 



 
Deniz Daser plans on conducting approximately one month of fieldwork in the greater New 
Orleans, Louisiana area (May 25-June 22, 2022) to assess the impact of climate change on 
migrant health from homeland to settlement in New Orleans. Using interlocutors from 
previous research, she will conduct snowball sampling to meet research participants. She will 
conduct in-depth, semi-structured interviews with 10-12 Honduran migrants who arrived over 
land within the last fifteen years and 3-4 interviews with individuals who work with migrants. 
Questions will include reasons for migration; health effects while living in their home 
country, while traveling, and while settled in New Orleans; and how they view the 
relationships between health and climate-related changes in Honduras in the past several 
years. Daser will also conduct participant observation at various sites including political 
rallies, immigration court, and migrant homes. 
 
 
Reunion in Mexico City 
 
We have booked an Airbnb in Mexico City from  August to 5th to August 11 2022. All the 
researchers will participate in several discussion and working sessions during the week. The 
outcome of these meetings will be the first draft of the academic article and the finished 
version of the policy paper. Alejandra Díaz de León has also organized a forum at Colegio de 
México (Colmex) that will take place on August 8th. In this forum, moderated by a Colmex 
student, the researchers will share preliminary results and insights from the literature and 
fieldwork.  
 
 




